
AP Environmental Science Policies and Course Description
Ms. Wright -  Room 320
(day: Michele.wright@fwisd.org ; night: sciencedonewright@gmail.com ) 
Eagle Code: Learning requires effort on part of the learner; no one else can learn for you any more than they can eat for you. Therefore, making an effort at Carter-Riverside is not a suggestion; it is a requirement. All students are required to make a basic effort to learn by taking care of these six things in every class, every day: (Ms. Wright’s class is NO exception)

1. Prepare to Learn

a. Come prepared to every class with supplies, materials and assignments necessary for effective and efficient learning. Take advantage of extended learning zones before and after school and during Eagle Time when necessary and/or expected.

i. Students will have something to write with, something to write on, planner and a plan, and their brains ready for class

b. “proper prior preparation prevents poor performance”
c. Tardies are not acceptable

2. Engage During Intentional Learning

a. Either be able to explain everything you have been asked to understand, why you are learning it, how you will use it, what you think about it and why; or have and ask questions about those things

i. Cornell Notes are strongly suggested

ii. Accountable talk (ideas:)
1. Agreement: I agree with _____ because _____.;  I like what _____ said because _____
2. Disagreement: I’m not sure I agree with what _____ said because _____ ; I can see that _____; however, I disagree with (or can’t see) _____.
3. Clarifications: I’m not sure I understood you when you said _____. Could you say more about that?
4. Extension: I was thinking about what _____ said, and I was wondering what if _____.; This makes me think _____.
iii. 1 Glow, 2 Grow
1. In conferencing with classmates or educator, using this format helps the listener know where to improve in a constructive way
3. Extend Learning

a. Attend tutorials prior to dates when assignments and assessments are due to ask questions about things you don’t understand

i. Each student will learn at a different rate, and might need more time to have an authentic learning moment

ii. There will be signups for 1 on 1 after school tutoring/study hall to ensure learning is accomplished

iii. Students will help develop their own individualized education plan through weekly conferences

iv. “if you don’t ask the questions, I won’t know you’re struggling”

b. Homework assigned is to be completed regardless of potential grade (or not)
4. Relearn

a. Come in immediately (same or next day) to analyze, struggle with and revise failed assignments and assessments

b. Expectation:

i.  if a student obtains a grade less than or equal to an 81, the student will have mandatory revisions to complete and turn in during individual conferences.

1. Failure to do so results in a referral.

ii. If the student obtains a grade of 100, revision is optional.

5. Monitor Learning

a. Monitor your own progress in learning by knowing your average in every class and figuring out or asking questions about the things you don’t understand.

b. Keep up with an assignment

i. This helps the student make sure focus is honest

ii. This helps the student ensure they are on task to receive the grade they are striving for

c. Work on time, with effort. If corrections are necessary the student will complete them in a timely manner. 

i. “your lack of preparation does not constitute my emergency.”

6. Complete Learning

a. Complete every learning task with intent

i. Students practice and prepare for independent assessments to demonstrate learning

1. If extra practice is necessary, look in your book, the class website or attend tutorials to receive extra instruction

2. Understand that every student learns differently, and it may take you more or less time and practice than your peers. Be considerate.

ii. If a student does not complete an assignment by the deadline, they are to fill out a pink slip. The student will receive an incomplete in the gradebook. The student will have one week to correct.

1. A pink slip will give the student an opportunity to explain why the assignment was not completed, what the intent of the assignment was, and the day they will attend a mandatory Eagle Time tutorial

a. Failure to do any part of this task: 1st offense is a parent phone call, 2nd offense is an SST referral. (counts will reset with each new grading cycle)

b. A pink slip also results in graduated grade deduction

i. 1 day late = -10 points

ii. 2 days late= -20 points

iii. 3 days late= -30 points

iv. If not resubmitted by the 3rd day, an automatic SST referral and parent phone call will occur
Grading Policy
Every test, lab, homework assignment etc. will be scored numerically based on 100 percentage points.  To calculate your class average, the grades will be categorized and weighted as follows:
10 % - Participation (half from in class, half from attending weekly conferences)

50% - Assessments and Labs

40% - Daily Assignments (activities, homework, and classwork)

**understand that it is not my responsibility or obligation to “look your grade up on focus for you”. You have access to focus and may check your grade on your own time, at any time you choose.  I will do my very best to ensure graded assignments are updated weekly (usually quicker, but please understand if you are given an essay/FRQ as an assignment that if I were to spend 5-10 minutes grading it fairly and giving you feedback, that you may multiple that time by the number of students I have—often more than just your class—to understand it may take a wee bit longer)

Supplies for classroom
Paper towel or “Clorox” cleanup wipes (1 roll)                 Hand sanitizer (1 bottle)

**there may be additional supplies needed throughout the year: they will be edible for a lab or extra credit for generic supplies. You will be given several days notice in these instances.

Academic Dishonesty/”Cheating” 
1. If you are on your phone during a test or quiz it is considered cheating and you will receive a zero as well as an N for citizenship (even if your texting a parent). Any student caught cheating can earn no higher than a 70 for that six weeks. 
2. If you appear to be cheating during a test (looking around the room at classmates, looking at others’ papers, it is considered cheating and you will receive a zero as well as an N for citizenship.  Any student caught cheating can earn no higher than a 70 for that six weeks. 
3. If you and another student have identical answers (even if you “worked together”, you have different minds, so the answers should be in your own voice), it is considered cheating and you will receive a zero as well as an N for citizenship.  

a. It is also considered cheating if you “gave the paper to a friend to ‘help’ them”. You are in fact not helping them do anything more than cheat. In college, it would be considered academic dishonesty and would be grounds for dismissal and hinder your chances to enter another academic institution.
Retaking assessments
Please refer to Eagle Code 4.b.i above.  
Missed Assignments/Tests 
1. If you missed an assignment due to an EXCUSED absence, you will have the number of days you were absent to complete the missed work.
a. Exceptions: 

i. Tests- if you are absent in the days preceding the test, you are still required to take the test. This will be at the educator’s discretion. For example, if you were out due to hospitalization for more than three days prior to the assessment and missed the learning opportunities prior to the assessment, then the educator may schedule another time to complete the assesment.

ii. Labs/labwork- you may be given an alternative assignment to recoup what you would have learned in the lab you missed and an alternative timeline to completion will also be given

2. If the absence is UNEXCUSED, or you failed to complete the assignment in the timeline given, please refer to Eagle Code 6.a.ii. above
**it would be in your best interest to not miss assignments or class. In the event of an absence, emailing the educator will usually result in an email reply of your missed assignments. This also works when you know in advance of an absence (field trip, dental appointments etc.) This may not work if you email me after 4pm the day you missed, as I might not see the email until the next day when you are already back at school.

Website 

www.sciencedonewright.weebly.com
The PowerPoint lectures, jeopardy games, due dates, links, etc. will be on my website. You can study for quizzes/tests on your smart phone.  **checking the class website regularly is an important skill to learn, as most colleges employ a website of some kind.
Extra Credit
  Extra credit can be earned in two ways. 

1.    Hand-writing all the vocabulary from the tested chapters. Typed vocabulary not accepted. 
2.    Review games. We will have review games such as jeopardy or kahoot before Tests and the team/student that is most prepared and wins the review game will receive 5% added to their test grade.    
3. Please refer to the supplies for the classroom list

**I hate giving extra credit. If you didn’t earn the minimum credit the first time around, extra credit will not save your sinking ship. It is intended to “bump” those who have worked extra hard in class.

Tutorials
Please refer to Eagle Code 3 and Eagle Code 4 above. 
Weekly Schedule

· #motivationalmonday – motivate, prepare, plan
· #technicaltuesday – labs, hashout ideas, hands-on activities
· #workitwednesday – independent practice, labs
· #thoughtfulthursday – thoughts/discussions,  Review, pre-assess
· #finalfriday -   Assessment  (quizzes, 3 week exams, unit exams, etc)
**this is typical of any week, but be aware that depending on the knowledge acquisition of your class (ahem, reteaching) or certain units will need more independent practices and reviews and less assessments. It is still a good idea to assume there will be some sort of assessment each week. (in other words, study like there is…)

Course Outline       
Please refer to your class syllabus for a rough estimate of the topics and timing. This is subject to change due to field trips and equipment availability.


