Water Exam FRQ
An explosion on April 20, 2010, aboard the Deepwater Horizon, a drilling rig working on a well for the oil company BP one mile below the surface of the Gulf of Mexico, led to the largest accidental oil spill in history. After a series of failed efforts to plug a gushing leak, BP said in July 2010 that it had capped what it had named the Macondo well, marking the first time in 86 days that oil was not gushing into the gulf. Government scientists estimated that nearly five million barrels of oil flowed from BP's well.  The oil spilled from the BP well first made landfall in Louisiana. But in June, tar balls and oil mousse had reached the shores of Mississippi, Alabama and Florida. Shortly thereafter, it spread on shore, smearing tourist beaches, washing onto the shorelines of sleepy coastal communities and oozing into marshy bays that fishermen have worked for generations.

a. Describe 3 ways oil is “cleaned” from the water after an oil spill.
b. Describe the effects (previous to dying) of oil on two different kinds of animals.

c. Name the location of a large oceanic oil spill disaster in the United States that occurred previous to the BP oil spill.
d. Name and describe a law that prevents oceanic oil pollution or protects marine animals.
e. The wetlands and estuaries of Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama and Florida were impacted by this oil spill. Give one reason why estuaries in general are important environmentally and one reason they are important economically.

f. Other than oil spills,  list two threats to wetlands.
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